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The order of the 

Principal service
Authorised by General Synod in 2019

The letter C stands for congregation, the letter A stands for all service participants (priest/liturgist and congregation), and the letter L stands for liturgist (service leaders, priest, or another person who has a bishops’ permission to administer the service). CL (co-liturgist) is used to indicate roles for readers, prayer leaders, communion assistants, cantors, choirs and others who perform liturgical tasks. When there are two letters, L/CL or CL/L, the first has primacy. More elaborate descriptions of the tasks of the liturgist and the co-liturgists may be found in the guidelines on different parts of the service in the Service handbook.

i.  The Gathering
1  Preparation
The church may be open before the service starts, for the congregation to light candles, sit in silence, reflection and prayer.

Bell ringing 

Here or after section 3 Greeting, may follow:
Brief information about the service of the day presented by a co-liturgist or liturgist.


This information concludes with: 
CL/L | Let us be still before God. 

Short silence, a bell is then rung three times.
An asterisk (*) marks sections when it is customary for the congregation to stand.

* 2  Entrance hymn

A prelude may be performed. This is normally in the character of a chorale prelude to the entrance hymn. 

There may be a procession during the prelude/introduction and/or the entrance hymn. The procession cross is carried first in the procession. A candle, the Bible, baptism water, bread and wine may also be presented.

If bread and wine have not already been placed on a credence table, or on the altar before the service, they are carried in the procession and then placed on the credence table or on the altar.

The congregation stands during the procession, Entrance hymn and Greeting.
* 3  Greeting
When there is a baptism within the principal service, one of the two first greetings may be chosen.

Before the first two greetings, the liturgist may say: Dear congregation:
L | Grace be with you and peace 
from God, our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.

or

L | The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

or

L | In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit .

or

L | In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit : Our creator, redeemer and sanctifier.
The congregation is seated.

If a brief introduction to the service has not been given during section 1, it may be given here. 
4  Gathering prayer
See Gathering prayers and their use.
CL | Let us pray. 

either 1

CL | God, we have entered into your holy house to receive your gifts. Open our hearts, so that we may be renewed in our faith in you.

or 2

CL | Holy God, we are gathered in your presence to receive your love and truth. Send us your Spirit, and open us to your gifts. Let your word take root in our hearts, so that Christ may live in us, and we become one in you to serve you in all things.

or 3

CL | Gracious God, you give life to all that lives, we thank you for the beauty of the earth, 

and for everything that shows us your greatness. Here, in your presence, we pray: Give us listening ears, thankful hearts, and serving hands, so that we may hear your word, praise you for your goodness, and in word and deed bear witness to your splendours.

CL | God, we pray.
A | Amen.

5  The confession
Follows here or as section 17.
The confession begins with:

L | Let us bow before God and confess our sins.

or

L | Let us bow before God and pray for forgiveness.

or

L | Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sins.
or

L | Trusting in God’s grace, let us pray for forgiveness.
Short silence
The priest kneels during the confession and silence. The congregation may also kneel.

either a
A | God, have mercy on me! 

I have sinned against you and betrayed my neighbour 

– in thoughts and words, in what I have done and in what I have left undone. 

Forgive my sins for the sake of Jesus Christ. Create in me a clean heart, 

and strengthen me in a new life with your Holy Spirit.

or b 

A | God, have mercy on me! 

Forgive my sins for the sake of Jesus Christ. Create in me a clean heart, 

and strengthen me in a new life with your Holy Spirit.

or c
A | God, you know and love us all. You want us to care for each other and the world.

We know that we have failed and acted against you. Forgive us and help us, for the sake of Jesus.

or d
A | Holy God, our creator, have mercy on us.

We have sinned against you and broken your commandments. 
Forgive us for the sake of Jesus. Set us free so that we may serve you, care for your creation, and meet our neighbour with love.
The confession in the Order from 1977 may also be used:

Holy God, heavenly Father. Look with grace on me, a sinful person, who has acted against you in thought, word and deed, and who harbours evil inclinations in my heart. 

For the sake of Jesus Christ, have patience with me.

Forgive all my sins and allow me to revere and love you alone.

In certain services, other confessions than these five alternatives may be used. The prayer may be taken from a variety of sources, or formulated locally. 
Following the confession, the liturgist may give an absolution:

L | The Word of God says, “If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 
1 John 1:9

or

L | “For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is his steadfast love towards those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far he removes our transgressions from us.”

Psalm 103:11-12
6  KYRIE and 7 Song of praise GLORIA
The Kyrie and Gloria are normally sung. 

The Gloria may be omitted in Lent.

The music and words of the parts of the ordinary of the mass are normally taken from the Church of Norway’s five authorised ordinary settings. See the music in Liturgisk musikk (2020) or Gudstjenestebok for Den norske kirke (2020).

Series 1

either Kyrie 1a
A | Kyrie eleison. God our Father, have mercy on us. 
Christe eleison. Lord Christ, have mercy on us. 
Kyrie eleison. Holy Spirit, have mercy on us.

or Kyrie 1b
See N13: 976.6 with words in Bokmål and Sami

Northern-Sami

A | Kyrie eleison. Ipmil Áhččámet árpmit min.
Christe eleison. Hearrámet Kristus árpmit min.
Kyrie eleison. Bassi Vuoigŋa árpmit min.
either Gloria 1a
L/CL | Glory to God in the highest

A | and peace to his people on earth.
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
When the short version is used: Amen.

When the full version (Laudamus) is used:
CL | We praise you and the splendours of your works, Lord God, heavenly king, almighty Father.
A | We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
CL | Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: hear our prayer.

A | We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
CL | For you alone are Holy, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the most high, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 
A | We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Amen
or Gloria 1b (for music score, see N13: 276 Alene Gud i himmerik)
A | All glory be to God on high,

and peace on earth from heaven,

and God’s good will unfailingly

be to all people given.

We bless, we worship you,

we raise for your great glory

thanks and praise,

O God, almighty Father.

O Lamb of God, Lord Jesus Christ,

whom God the Father gave us,

who for the world was sacrificed

up on the cross to save us;

and, as you sit at God’s right hand

and we for judgement

there must stand,

have mercy, Lord, upon us.

You only are the Holy One,

who came for our salvation,

and only you are God’s true Son,

who was before creation.

You, only, Christ, as Lord we own,

and with the Spirit, you alone

share in the Father’s glory.
or Gloria 1c
The hymn ‘Måne og sol’ (N13: 240), with the following or another introduction:

L/CL | Sing for the Lord, praise his name. Speak of his salvation every day.
or

Series 2

A | Kyrie eleison, have mercy on us.

Christe eleison, have mercy on us. 
Kyrie eleison, have mercy on us.

L/CL | Glory to God in the highest

A | and peace to his people on earth.
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

When the short version is used: Amen.

When the full version (Laudamus) is used:
CL | Praise be to God, our creator, we celebrate your creation.

A | We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
CL | Praise be to Jesus, our saviour, you show us the way to life.

A | We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
CL | Praise be to the Spirit, our comforter, you fill us with joy and peace.

or

Series 3

CL | Lord, have mercy on us. 
C | Lord, have mercy on us. 
CL | Christ, have mercy on us. 
C | Christ, have mercy on us. 
CL | Lord, have mercy on us. 
C | Lord, have mercy on us.
L/CL | Glory to God in the highest.
A | Glory to God in the highest.
CL | We worship you, Lord. We praise you, Lord.
A | Glory to God in the highest.
When the short version is used: Amen.
When the full version (Laudamus) is used:
CL | Lord, we thank you for your greatness.

A | Glory to God in the highest.
CL | Lord God, Our Father, you are almighty

A | Glory to God in the highest.
CL | Lord Jesus Christ, you are God’s only son. 
A | Glory to God in the highest.

CL | Lord, you are holy, you are merciful. 
A | Glory to God in the highest.

CL | You are the most high, Lord Jesus Christ. 
A | Glory to God in the highest. Amen.

or

Series for festivals (Christmas, Easter and Pentecost)
CL | Kyrie eleison. 
A | Kyrie eleison. 
CL | Christe eleison. 
A | Christe eleison. 
CL | Kyrie eleison. 
A | Kyrie eleison.
L/CL | Glory to God in the highest

A | and peace to his people on earth. 
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.

When the short version is used: Amen.
When the full version (Laudamus) is used:
CL | We praise you for your greatness, Lord God, heavenly king, almighty Father.

C | We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
CL | Lord, only Son of the Father, Jesus Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. You are seated at the right hand of the Father, receive our prayer.

C | We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
CL | For you alone are Holy, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the most high, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 
C | We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Amen.

or

Series for Lent

C | Kyrie eleison. Lord, have mercy on us.

Christe eleison. Christ, have mercy on us. 
Kyrie eleison. Lord, have mercy on us.
In the series for Lent, no setting of the Gloria is provided.
For certain occasions the prayer can be expressed as a litany (N13: 981) or as a locally formed Kyrie litany with recessions from N13: 976. For other specific services another Kyrie may also be used.
For certain services another Gloria or one or more Gloria recessions may be used.

Baptisms in the principal service normally take place here.

8  Prayer of the day (Collect)
The prayer of the day may be omitted. The prayer is sung or recited.
See Prayer of the Day.
The prayer begins with:

L | Let us pray.
The prayer ends with:

C | Amen.
ii. The Word
In other Principal Services than the High Mass, there may be two readings, or one reading (the Gospel). If so, section 10 Psalm/Hymn may be omitted. The congregation stands during the Gospel reading and sits during the other readings.

L/CL | Let us hear the word of the Lord.

9  First reading
From the Old Testament

CL | The first reading is from …
The reading ends with:

CL | This is the word of the Lord.
10  Psalm / Hymn
A psalm or appropriate hymn may be sung, or there may be a short silence between the readings.

11  Second reading
From the New Testament excluding the Gospels
CL | The second reading is from …
The reading ends with:

CL | This is the word of the Lord.
* 12  The Gospel 

Alleluia

The Gospel reading may begin with an alleluia response with or without a suitable verse, or a short hymn. 

A gospel procession may be integrated. The person carrying the Bible may be joined by people carrying candles.
See “Alleluia response” in N13: 977.1-7.

During Lent, Alleluia may be replaced with a choral response suitable for the season. These hymns may be sung as a tract: N13: 926, 927, 928, 932 og 939.
Gospel reading

L/CL | Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to …
The reading ends with:

L/CL | This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Response

The congregation or choir may respond with an Alleluia response, or with a short hymn or another appropriate response. On first days a festival verse may be sung as a response (13: 41, 193, 228).
13  The sermon
The preacher preaches on the gospel text or another sermon text.
The sermon may end with one of the following doxologies:

L | Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.
or

L | Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit : Our creator, redeemer and sanctifier.
After the sermon, a moment of silence may be held, or a short hymn may be sung. Alternatively, meditative music may be performed.
* 14  The creed – The confession of faith

The creed may be sung or said.

When baptisms are included in the Principal Service, the creed may be omitted at this point. Alternatively, a creedal hymn may be sung.

CL/L | Let us confess our holy faith.

A | I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

Amen . The Apostle’s Creed
or

A | We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven,

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary

and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come.

Amen. The Nicene Creed.
15  Hymn
The hymn may be omitted if the creed is sung. The hymn may alternatively be sung between section 13 Sermon and section 14 The Creed.
16  Notices
The notices may be announced here or at another suitable point in the service, or shared with the congregation in another manner.
17  The confession
May be placed here or as a part of section 5. 
Before the introductory words the liturgist may say:

L | Our Lord Jesus Christ said, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and first commandment. But the second is equally great: “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.” Matthew 22:37-39
The confession ends with:

L | Let us bow before God and confess our sins.

or
L | Let us bow before God and pray for forgiveness.

or
L | Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sins.

or

L | Trusting in God’s grace, let us pray for forgiveness.
Short silence

The priest kneels during the confession. Where possible, the congregation may also kneel.

either a

A | God, have mercy on me! 

I have sinned against you and betrayed my neighbour 

– in thoughts and words, in what I have done and in what I have left undone. 

Forgive my sins for the sake of Jesus Christ. Create in me a clean heart, 

and strengthen me in a new life with your Holy Spirit.

or b 

A | God, have mercy on me! 

Forgive my sins for the sake of Jesus Christ. Create in me a clean heart, 

and strengthen me in a new life with your Holy Spirit.

or c

A | God, you know and love us all. You want us to take care of each other and of the world.

We know that we have failed and acted against you. Forgive us and help us, for the sake of Jesus.

or d

A | Holy God, our creator, have mercy on us.

We have sinned against you and broken your commandments. 

Forgive us for the sake of Jesus. Set us free so that we may serve you,

care for your creation, and meet our neighbour with love.
The confession in the Order from 1977 may also be used:

Holy God, heavenly Father, look with grace on me, a sinful person, who has acted against you in thought, word and deed, and who harbours evil inclinations in my heart. 

For the sake of Jesus Christ, have patience with me.

Forgive all my sins and allow me to revere and love you alone.
For special services other confessions than these five alternatives may be used. The prayer can be taken from a variety of sources or formulated locally. 
Following the confession, the liturgist may give an absolution:

L | The Word of God says, “If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 1 John 1:9
or

L | For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is his steadfast love towards those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far he removes our transgressions from us. Psalm 103: 11-12
18  Intercessions for the church and the world
See themes and models for the intercessions, and formulated intercessions and litanies.
The intercessions may be formulated locally, or set prayers may be used. The intercessions are preferably led by a co-liturgist. The individual petitions may be read by several people.

Each petition may end with: 
CL/L | God, we pray.

or 
CL/L | God, hear our prayer.
Read or sung by the petition leader.

Locally formulated intercessions may be used related to the following themes:

1  The peoples and nations of the world.
2  Our own country and its people.
3  The world-wide church and the church in our own country.
4  Our congregation, families, and the place where we live.
5  Current events.
A prayer relating to current events may be placed in the category in which it most closely relates (1-4), or as a special petition (5). When the Principal Service includes (a) baptism(s) one of the three intercessions in the baptism liturgy (section 7), is prayed during the intercessions.
During Lent and on the Day of Repentance, the litany is normally used.

The intercessions may begin with:

CL/L | Let us pray for the church and the world.

Congregational response 
Each petition is followed by a congregational response, sung or recited.
either 1/3 (differing musical settings to the same text)
A | Lord, hear our prayer.
or 2

A | Hear our prayer. Hear our prayer. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done! Hear our prayer.
or 4

A | Lord, our God, hear us as we pray.
After the final petition everyone sings: Amen.

We remember the dead and pray for those who are grieving.
The intercessions may conclude with the congregation remembering those who are dead, and those for whom funerals were held since the last occasion when the congregation gathered together.

CL/L | Let us stand and remember the members of our congregation for whom funerals have been held since we last gathered together.

The congregation stands. The names of the recently departed are read. A short silence is held.

CL/L | Teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart. Psalm 90:12
or

CL/L | Jesus said: “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live.” John 11:25
The following prayer may be said thereafter, or another suitable prayer: 

CL/L | Merciful God, comfort those in mourning and be close to them at this time.
The congregational response from the intercessions may then be repeated.

Prayer stations may be integrated into the intercessions (section 18), or as a part of the communion when communal intercessions have taken place during the section for Intercessions. If a prayer is shared for those who have participated in the various intercession stations, this prayer is not combined with the Prayer of Thanksgiving for the eucharist after the meal.
19  The offering 
The congregation’s offering may take place at this point or during section 20, or alternatively during section 27.
Instrumental or vocal music may be played during the offering. The collection may be taken up in the pews, or the congregation may offer gifts at the altar.

The offering may begin with:

L | Eternal God, the earth and all that fills it is yours. All that we have, belongs to you. We return to you a gift from your creation.
A/L | Receive us and our gifts in Jesus’ name. Amen.

iii. Holy Communion
20  The preparation of the meal
Communion hymn
The congregation’s offering may be collected at this point, or during section 19, alternatively during section 27. The collection may occur before or during the hymn. 

Bread and wine are then placed on the altar. Bread is placed on the plate, and wine is poured into the chalice.

After the collection, the following words are said:

L | Blessed are you, God. The earth and all that fills it is yours. All that we have, belongs to you. We return to you a gift from your creation. Unite your church of all its peoples and languages. Like the grain has become one in bread and the grapes in wine, so bring us together as one and with the Lord Jesus Christ.

A/L | Receive us and our gifts in Jesus’ name. Amen.
or

L | Eternal God, the earth and all that fills it is yours. All that we have, belongs to you. We return to you a gift from your creation.
A/L | Receive us and our gifts in Jesus’ name. Amen.
*21 | Thanksgiving and prayer 
Communion prayer A

See Communion prayer B, Communion prayer C, Communion prayer D, Communion prayer D, Communion prayer E, Communion prayer F and Communion prayer G.

The greeting PREFACE DIALOGUE
L sings or says | The Lord be with you. 

C stands and sings | And also with you. 

L | Lift up your hearts.

C | We lift our hearts to the Lord.
L | Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C | It is worthy and right to give thanks.
Introductory thanksgiving THE PREFACE
The liturgist faces the altar and sings or recites the preface.

See Prefaces for the Church Year.

Sundays in Trinity

L | It is truly worthy and right, our duty and our salvation always and everywhere to give you thanks, Father of holiness, Lord of heaven and earth, through our Lord Jesus Christ, whom you sent as a saviour to the world, so that we by his death should receive forgiveness of sins, and by his resurrection, we should gain eternal life. Through him the angels praise your glory, and heaven and earth sing forth your praise while we, with all the church, proclaim your glory in harmonious praise, singing:

or

L | It is truly worthy and right, our duty and our salvation always and everywhere to give you thanks, Father of holiness, Lord of heaven and earth, through our Lord Jesus Christ. He is the living bread which descends from heaven and gives life to the world, so that whoever comes to him, will not hunger, and whoever believes in him, will not thirst. Through him the angels praise your glory, and heaven and earth sing forth your praise while we, with all the church, proclaim your glory in harmonious praise, singing: 

Holy, holy, holy SANCTUS
Series 1 & 2, and Series for festivals and Lent
A sing | Holy, holy, holy Lord. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

or

Series 3

CL and A sing

CL | Holy, holy, holy is our Lord God.
A | Holy, holy, holy is the Lord our God.

CL | You are Lord of heaven and earth.

A | Holy, holy, holy is the Lord our God.

CL | You are glorious, mighty and great.

A | Holy, holy, holy is the Lord our God.
CL | You have sent us Jesus Christ, your Son.

A | Holy, holy, holy is the Lord our God.
CL | Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

A | Holy, holy, holy is the Lord our God.

L/CL | We worship you, holy God, maker of heaven and earth. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, Jesus Christ, so that he should save us from sin and death and gain a holy people. 
L | We pray: Send down your spirit on us and these gifts, so that we may receive Jesus Christ in these gifts of bread and wine. 
Words of consecration VERBA
L | In the same night that he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me. In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
During the Words of consecration, the priest first lifts the bread, then the wine.

After the Words of consecration, the liturgist and the congregation may say:

L | Great is the mystery of faith.

A | Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. Glory and praise to Christ for the love which is stronger than death.
L/CL says | Gracious God, we celebrate this meal with joy and thanksgiving for the sacrifice of your son, believing in his victorious resurrection and ascension and in expectation of his return in glory. Fill us with your love, so that we may recognise Christ in those who hunger and thirst. Teach us to love one another as you have loved us, and grant that we one day may be gathered with you in your kingdom.

The communion liturgy continues with the Lord’s Prayer.

Communion prayer B

Greeting PREFACE DIALOGUE
L sings or says | The Lord be with you. 

C stands and sings | And also with you. 

L | Lift up your hearts.

C | We lift our hearts to the Lord.
L | Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C | It is right and just to give thanks.
Introductory thanksgiving THE PREFACE

The liturgist faces the altar and sings or recites the preface, or the following words:
L | We thank you, God, through your Son Jesus Christ. He is the eternal word, and with this word you created everything. When the time came, you sent him to the world as our saviour and liberator. For this we praise you, together with all the angels in heaven and on the earth:

Holy SANCTUS
Series 1 & 2, and Series for festivals and Lent

A sing| Holy, holy, holy Lord. Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

or

Series 3

CL and A sing

CL | Holy, holy, holy is our Lord God.
A | Holy, holy, holy is the Lord our God.

CL | You are Lord of heaven and earth.

A | Holy, holy, holy is the Lord our God.

CL | You are glorious, mighty and great.

A | Holy, holy, holy is the Lord our God.
CL | You have sent us Jesus Christ, your Son.

A | Holy, holy, holy is the Lord our God.
CL | Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

A | Holy, holy, holy is the Lord our God.

L/CL | We praise you, God, for your servant Jesus Christ. He came from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, he became a human being of flesh and blood. His fulfilled your will when he stretched out his hands on the wood of the cross. Through this, he destroyed death, broke the chains of evil and revealed to us the resurrection of the body. Therefore, we remember his death and resurrection when we present the bread and wine to you. 

L | We pray: Send down your Holy Spirit on these gifts, so that they for us become the bread of life and the cup of salvation.
Words of consecration VERBA
L | In the same night that he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me. In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
During the Words of consecration, the priest first lifts the bread, then the wine.

After the Words of consecration, the liturgist and the congregation may say:

L | Great is the mystery of faith.

A | Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. Glory and praise to Christ for the love which is stronger than death.
L/CL | Grant that all who take part in this bread and wine be united as one. Fill us with your Holy Spirit and grant us a foundation of truth, so that we may praise you and live to your glory.

The communion liturgy continues with the Lord’s Prayer.

Communion prayer C
Greeting PREFACE DIALOGUE
L sings or says | The Lord be with you. 

C stands and sings | And also with you. 

L | Lift up your hearts.

C | We lift our hearts to the Lord.
L | Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C | It is right and just to give thanks.
Introductory thanksgiving THE PREFACE

The liturgist faces the altar and sings or recites the preface, or the following words:
L | The depth of your riches, wisdom and knowledge is boundless, O God! The heavens tell of your glory and the earth witness to the work of your hands. Together with the faithful through the ages we bless your holy name:
Holy SANCTUS
Series 1 & 2, and Series for festivals and Lent

A sing| Holy, holy, holy Lord. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

or

Series 3

CL and A sing

CL | Holy, holy, holy is our Lord God.
A | Holy, holy, holy is the Lord our God.

CL | You are Lord of heaven and earth.

A | Holy, holy, holy is the Lord our God.

CL | You are glorious, mighty and great.

A | Holy, holy, holy is the Lord our God.
CL | You have sent us Jesus Christ, your Son.

A | Holy, holy, holy is the Lord our God.
CL | Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

A | Holy, holy, holy is the Lord our God.

L | Holy and merciful God, you did not abandon your people when they sinned, 

but gave your promise to Abraham to bless all peoples. 

Almighty and faithful God, you freed your people from captivity,

and renewed them with your promises through the prophets. 

When the time came, you sent your Son, born of Mary, 

to set us free and grant us the right to be your children. 

By his death on the cross, you reconciled all with yourself and made peace, and through His resurrection, conquered death. Send your Spirit over us and your gifts. Unite us in faith in your grace, so that we may receive the body and blood of Christ in reconciliation and peace, and proclaim his death until he comes again.

Words of consecration VERBA
L | In the same night that he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me. In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
During the Words of consecration, the priest first lifts the bread, then the wine.

After the Words of consecration, the liturgist and the congregation may say:

L | Great is the mystery of faith.

A | Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. Glory and praise to Christ for the love which is stronger than death.
L/CL | Eternal God, renew us with your Spirit. Together with all that is made, we wait with longing to be freed from mortality and to take part in the freedom which your children will share in glory. All that is, visible and invisible is in you and with you and through you. To you be the glory for all eternity!

The communion liturgy continues with the Lord’s Prayer.

Communion prayer D

Greeting PREFACE DIALOGUE
L sings or says | The Lord be with you. 

C stands and sings | And also with you. 

L | Lift up your hearts.

C | We lift our hearts to the Lord.
L | Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C | It is right and just to give thanks.
Introductory thanksgiving THE PREFACE

The liturgist faces the altar and sings or recites the preface, or the following words:
L | We praise you, eternal God, you who have made the earth and all that is in it. In you we live, move and have our being. Together with your congregation in heaven and on the earth, we praise your holy name:
Holy SANCTUS
Series 1 & 2, and Series for festivals and Lent

A sing| Holy, holy, holy Lord. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

or

Series 3

CL and A sing

CL | Holy, holy, holy is our Lord God.
A | Holy, holy, holy is the Lord our God.

CL | You are Lord of heaven and earth.

A | Holy, holy, holy is the Lord our God.

CL | You are glorious, mighty and great.

A | Holy, holy, holy is the Lord our God.
CL | You have sent us Jesus Christ, your Son.

A | Holy, holy, holy is the Lord our God.
CL | Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

A | Holy, holy, holy is the Lord our God.

L/CL | We thank you, source of all goodness. You sent your Son. He was crucified and rose from the dead. He unlocked the scriptures and revealed himself to his friends when he broke bread and gave it to them. 

L | Now we pray: May your Holy Spirit come down upon this bread and wine, so that our eyes may be opened, and we might know him again as our crucified and risen saviour.

Words of consecration VERBA
L | In the same night that he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me. In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
During the Words of consecration, the priest first lifts the bread, then the wine.

After the Words of consecration, the liturgist and the congregation may say:

L | Great is the mystery of faith.

A | Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. Glory and praise to Christ for the love which is stronger than death.
L/CL says | Holy God, fill us with your Holy Spirit. Give us burning hearts, so that we in wonder and joy may be true to your word and show mercy to those who suffer. Be with us, also in our doubts and sorrows. Walk with us, until loss and grief have given way to your eternal gladness.

The communion liturgy continues with the Lord’s Prayer.

Communion prayer E

Greeting PREFACE DIALOGUE
L sings or says | The Lord be with you. 

C stands and sings | And also with you. 

L | Lift up your hearts.

C | We lift our hearts to the Lord.
L | Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C | It is worthy and right to give thanks.
Introductory thanksgiving THE PREFACE

The liturgist faces the altar and sings or recites the preface, or the following words:
L | We give you thanks, gracious God, you who hold the heaven and the earth in your hands. Together with the angels and your congregation in heaven and on earth, we praise your holy name:
Holy SANCTUS
Series 1 & 2, and Series for festivals and Lent

A sing | Holy, holy, holy Lord. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

or

Series 3

CL and A sing

CL | Holy, holy, holy is our Lord God.
A | Holy, holy, holy is the Lord our God.

CL | You are Lord of heaven and earth.

A | Holy, holy, holy is the Lord our God.

CL | You are glorious, mighty and great.

A | Holy, holy, holy is the Lord our God.
CL | You have sent us Jesus Christ, your Son.

A | Holy, holy, holy is the Lord our God.
CL | Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

A | Holy, holy, holy is the Lord our God.

L/CL | Holy God, we thank you for Jesus Christ, the saviour of the world. He died and rose again, so that we may have eternal life. We thank you for the gift of baptism, where we are born anew, and for the Communion, where you gather us together as your great family. 
L | Now we pray: May your Holy Spirit come down upon this bread and wine. Make us one with each other and with Jesus Christ.
Words of consecration VERBA
L | In the same night that he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me. In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
During the Words of consecration, the priest first lifts the bread, then the wine.

After the Words of consecration, the liturgist and the congregation may say:

L | Great is the mystery of faith.

A | Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. Glory and praise to Christ for the love which is stronger than death.
L/CL sings or says | God, fill us with your Spirit. Embrace us all, just as a loving mother gathers her children around her. Let the meek and lowly be uplifted, and the hungry filled with good things.
The liturgist and/or one or more children sing(s) or say(s):
Let us together with all of your children say the prayer which your Son has taught us:

The communion liturgy continues with the Lord’s Prayer.

Communion prayer F

This short communion prayer may be used for special occasions, for instance when there are many baptisms in the service.

Greeting PREFACE DIALOGUE
L sings or says | The Lord be with you. 

C stands and sings | And also with you. 

L | Lift up your hearts.

C | We lift our hearts to the Lord.
L | Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C | It is right and just to give thanks.
Introductory thanksgiving THE PREFACE

The liturgist faces the altar and sings or recites the preface, or the following words:
L | Good God, you have created us and called us by our names. You open your hand and feed all beings that live in grace. Together with your congregation in heaven and on earth, we praise your holy name:
Holy SANCTUS
Series 1 & 2, and Series for festivals and Lent

A sing | Holy, holy, holy Lord. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

or

Series 3

CL and A sing

CL | Holy, holy, holy is our Lord God.
A | Holy, holy, holy is the Lord our God.

CL | You are Lord of heaven and earth.

A | Holy, holy, holy is the Lord our God.

CL | You are glorious, mighty and great.

A | Holy, holy, holy is the Lord our God.
CL | You have sent us Jesus Christ, your Son.

A | Holy, holy, holy is the Lord our God.
CL | Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

A | Holy, holy, holy is the Lord our God.

L/CL | We thank you for Jesus Christ, our savour. He is the living bread that comes from heaven and gives life to the world. 
L | We pray: Send down your Holy Spirit on us and these gifts, so that we may receive Jesus Christ in the bread and wine. 
Words of consecration VERBA
L | In the same night that he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me. In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
After the Words of consecration, the liturgist and the congregation may say:

L | Great is the mystery of faith.

A | Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. Glory and praise to Christ for the love which is stronger than death.
L/CL sings or says | Let us together with all your children say the prayer which your Son has taught us:
The communion liturgy continues with the Lord’s Prayer.

Communion prayer G

Greeting PREFACE DIALOGUE
L sings or says | The Lord be with you. 

C stands and sings | And also with you. 

L | Lift up your hearts.

C | We lift our hearts to the Lord.
L | Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C | It is right and just to give thanks.
Introductory thanksgiving THE PREFACE

The liturgist faces the altar and sings or recites the preface, or the following words:
L | Eternal, almighty God, you hold heaven and earth in your hands, you call us by our names so that we may belong to you and be your people earth. Together with your followers throughout time and with your heavenly hosts, we praise your holy name:
Holy SANCTUS
Series 1 & 2, and Series for festivals and Lent

A sing | Holy, holy, holy Lord. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

or

Series 3

CL and A sing

CL | Holy, holy, holy is our Lord God.
A | Holy, holy, holy is the Lord our God.

CL | You are Lord of heaven and earth.

A | Holy, holy, holy is the Lord our God.

CL | You are glorious, mighty and great.

A | Holy, holy, holy is the Lord our God.
CL | You have sent us Jesus Christ, your Son.

A | Holy, holy, holy is the Lord our God.
CL | Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

A | Holy, holy, holy is the Lord our God.

L/CL | Holy God, your mercy is without ending, your reign is eternal. You have filled your creation with light and life; heaven and earth are full of your glory. Through Abraham you promised to bless all peoples. You scorned Israel, your chosen people. Through the prophets you renewed your vow. And when the time came, you sent your Son, he whom in word and deed preached of your Kingdom, and obeyed your will until death.
L | We pray: Send down your Holy Spirit on these gifts, so that we may receive Jesus Christ in the bread and wine. 
Words of consecration VERBA
L | In the same night that he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me. In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
L/CL | Therefore, as often as we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we are witnesses of the Lord’s death, until he comes.
During the Words of consecration, the priest first lifts the bread, then the wine.

After the Words of consecration, the liturgist and the congregation may say:

L | Great is the mystery of faith.

A | Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. Glory and praise to Christ for the love which is stronger than death.
L/CL | Therefore, merciful Father, we will with this bread and this cup remember that the Lord gave his life for us. And trusting in his resurrection, we wait for him to come again in power and glory, and will hold his great feast together with his people.
A | Amen, yes, come, Lord Jesus.
L | We pray, almighty God, send us your Holy Spirit. Let us feel the power of the resurrection of Christ, so that we who receive his body and blood, may live in praise and honour for your glory, and share in the heritage that your holy children receive in light. 
All communion prayers continue thus:
The communion liturgy continues with the Lord’s Prayer.
The Lord’s Prayer

Said or sung.

A | Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours

now and for ever.

Amen.

Other recognised translations of the Lord ’s Prayer may be used instead. 

* 22 | The meal
The congregation remains standing until the first congregants proceed to receive communion.
The peace PAX
L | The peace of God be with you.
C | The peace of God be with you.
Here may follow:

L/CL | Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
The congregation greet each other with a handshake and say “God’s peace” or “The peace of Christ” or similar words.

Here may follow:

Breaking of the bread 

When the bread is broken, the priest may say:

L | We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. In this one bread, we are joined together in one body.
Lamb of God AGNUS DEI
Series 1 & 2, and Series for festivals and Lent

A sing | Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.

Series 3

CL and A sing

CL | Amen, come, Lord Jesus.

C | Amen, come, Lord Jesus.
CL | You are the Lamb that takes away our sins.
C | Amen, come, Lord Jesus.
CL | You are the Lamb that grants us peace.
C | Amen, come, Lord Jesus.
CL | You are the bread that gives us your life.
C | Amen, come, Lord Jesus.
L says | Come forward, everything is ready. 

The invitation may be made before the Agnus Dei is sung.
The distribution

During the distribution hymns or anthems may be sung, or appropriate instrumental music may be performed. 

The words of distribution words:

The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Alternatively, these words may be used:
This is the body of Christ.

This is the blood of Christ.

Those who come forward and indicate that they do not wish to receive Communion may be blessed by the priest or co-liturgist distributing the bread, by the laying on of hands or the sign of the cross.

The following or similar words may be used:
The Lord bless you and keep you and lead you to eternal life.
When the elements are distributed in kneeling groups around the alter, the blessing of peace may be given either after the last group, or after each kneeling group. 

After the distribution:

L says | The crucified and risen Jesus Christ has given us his holy body and blood which he gave as atonement for all our sins. 

A (or L) | May he strengthen us and uphold us in true faith to eternal life.
L | Peace be with you.

23  The conclusion of the meal
The altar is cleared. The chalice(s) and plate(s) are covered with a chalice cloth.
The thanksgiving prayer 

Here, the liturgist/co-liturgist may say or sing:

L/CL | Let us give thanks and pray.
L/CL | We thank you, heavenly Father, for your blessed gifts. 
We pray that, with these gifts, you will preserve our faith in you, unite us in your love and confirm us in the hope of eternal life, in the name of Jesus Christ.

or

L/CL | We thank you, God of wisdom, for the mystery of the Communion. The bread we have broken, is one bread. Your Son has given his life for one world and one people.

A or L/CL | We pray: help us to hear the cry you have heard, to see the need you have seen, and to love our neighbours as ourselves. 
or
L/CL | We thank you, gracious God, who through this bread and wine have allowed us to participate in Jesus Christ’s victorious death and resurrection.
A or L/CL | Strengthen us with your Holy Spirit to witness and serve in the world.
or
L/CL | Faithful God, you who in baptism has made us your children, and made us heirs of your kingdom. We thank you for this meal, in which you have given us forgiveness of sins and renewed our faith in your promises. We pray: 
A or L/CL | Strengthen us with your Holy Sprit to witness and serve in the world.
iv. The Dismissal

*24  Hymn
This hymn may be moved to Postlude/Recessional, section 27.
*25  The blessing
This blessing may also be used in services other than the High Mass. 

The blessing may be sead or sung.

The blessing may be received by each individual by making the sign of the cross.

The introduction to the blessing may be formed thus:
Praise BENEDICAMUS
L/ML sings or says | Let us praise the Lord. 
A | God be praised. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
or 

Salutation SALUTATIO
L sings or says | The Lord be with you. 

C | And also with you. 
or

L says | Receive the blessing.
L | The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.

The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 
The congregation may sing or say:
C | Amen. Amen. Amen. 
A bell is rung nine times, in sets of three.
* 26  The dismissal

If the congregation remains seated during the following postlude, the words of dismissal may be said after the postlude. 

Here may follow:

L/CL | Let us go in peace,

A | in the name of Christ.
or

L/CL | Go in peace. Serve the Lord with gladness.

27  Postlude/Recessional
When there is a recessional, the congregation may follow the procession. A congregational hymn may replace the postlude. 
The church may remain open for a while after the service, allowing for silent prayer and reflection.

The diaconal aspects of the dismissal may be followed up through gatherings, home visits, prayers and other parish responsibilities. 
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